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By Greg Mund, MRWA Chair

As MRWA members, I hope
we can agree that the long term
financial health of the organization
is a major concern for all of us.
Obviously, the good work we do on
behalf of the watershed is not
possible unless the MRWA is able
to secure necessary funding for
programs, projects, and operations.
While we are in good shape,
based on our most recent audit, we
understand that we have to
continue to improve in many areas
to ensure continued success in the
future.
An important area of focus in
the past year has been the overall
effectiveness of the organization. In
an effort to run a “tighter ship”, we
have relied heavily on the
knowledge and experience of several
of our valued partners, specifically
the Fremont Area Community
Foundation and through them, the
Johnson Center for Philanthropy at
Grand Valley State University.
Based on their
recommendations, we have decided
to initiate some important changes
in the structure of the organization.
We have realigned our
committees, recruited new board
members with specific strengths,
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revised our financial reporting, and
perhaps most significantly,
expressed a desire to transition
from a Membership based
organization to a Directorship.
The goal in making this
change is to streamline decision
making and improve our ability to
respond in a timely manner to
opportunities and challenges. It will
represent a significant shift in the
role of MRWA members but is not
intended to minimize their
importance or contribution.
If approved by the
membership, the new structure will
place more authority with the
executive board, while removing the
voting privileges of the members.
Members will retain the right to call
a meeting per the revised MRWA
by-laws and will be provided
multiple opportunities to express
their views. The MRWA Board
recognizes that the membership
shares our commitment to protect
this great river…today, tomorrow
and for the next generation. As
always, we welcome your
participation.
We intend to provide a
thorough and detailed explanation of
these changes for your review at our
next annual meeting in September.
Included in the agenda will be new
opportunities for member
participation. Please plan to join us at
that time to make your opinion
known.

MRWA programs and services are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation and marital status. MRWA is an Equal Opportunity employer.

By Gary Noble, MRWA Executive Director

The MRWA’s next public “Meeting at Large” is set for September 9 from 6:30-8:30pm in Newaygo at the
Velma Matson Elementary School Library. This public meeting pr omises to be tr ansfor mative r elative to
our organization’s future structure and it will be very informative focusing on some of our recent and current
projects. You won’t want to miss it, so mark your calendars and plan to attend.
Immediately before the meeting, there will be a tour of the MRWA’s rain garden completed last fall at the school
and there will be an on-site demonstration (in the school parking lot) of our power boat-washing equipment used
to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species. Both the rain garden tour and boat-washing demonstration
begin at 5:30pm. The MRWA will also serve a light meal and refreshments beginning at 6pm. Please join us for
the evening and bring your friends and neighbors.
I also want to remind you that the MRWA recently sent out a survey to our watershed constituents asking for
input to help us determine your interests, relative to watershed issues or concerns in your area. The
MRWA is looking to increase citizen involvement in our mission to preserve, protect, and restore the Muskegon
River Watershed and we need to hear from you. If you haven’t already, please complete and return the survey in
the mail or respond to the online survey (www.mrwa.org/survey.html) by July 31. Again, it’s important that we
hear from our constituents so the MRWA can be more responsive and effective in addressing your watershed
concerns.
Thank you for your continued support and have a great summer!

In 2013, MRWA Program Director Terry Stilson worked with
Julie Berwald and her classroom of third grade students
(pictured below) to construct a rain garden at Velma Matson
Upper Elementary School.

Pictured above: An Aquatic Invasive Species education
program was begun in 2013 in Roscommon County. In
2014 the program was expanded to Newaygo County for
a few events. Logan Nevins is the Roscommon County
Coordinator, and Randy Butters and Sarah Pregitzer head
the Newaygo County program.
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Cadillac Area Land Conservancy (CALC) – is working with Grand Valley State University’s Annis Water
Resources Institute on a “Critical Lands Mapping Project” to identify potential conservation areas (PCA’s) for
conservation easements in Missaukee, Wexford, and Osceola Counties (within the Muskegon River Watershed).
MRWA’s Executive Director, Gary Noble, serves on this project’s steering committee to help develop criteria
for prioritizing PCA’s.
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) 2012 Project – MRWA requested and received a 9-month no cost
extension from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to complete this project as intended. This
MRWA project will now run through June 30, 2015 (instead of September 30, 2014) to incorporate a full 2014
field season and allow our project partners to complete their tasks as agreed upon.
Natural Shoreline Handbook – MRWA Program Director, Terry Stilson, worked with a landscape architect to
produce a handbook of possible shoreline layouts (sketches) for waterfront owners to use in designing their own
natural shoreline restoration projects. The handbook is in process of being printed and will be used at MRWA
natural shoreline workshops and with lake association shoreline restoration projects.

Please take a look at the centerfold (pages 4 and 5) to view the many activities the MRWA
has been conducting this spring. Then, look at page 6 at our participation page to see if
any upcoming events may be of interest to you.

The Muskegon River Watershed Assembly
(MRWA) mourns the loss of one of its greatest
supporters, Peter Wege, who died on Monday, July 7,
2014.
MRWA Chair Greg Mund,
states, "Peter has been a true friend and
champion for the Muskegon River,
watershed residents and all who enjoy
this unique resource. His generosity
and commitment to preserve our
natural resources is appreciated beyond
words...the Muskegon River Watershed
Assembly lost a gentle, great man who
will be missed!"

The MRWA was founded in 1998 by
volunteers but the Wege Foundation, which Peter
created, was instrumental in providing the necessary
funding for the organization to sustain itself and
accomplish its mission. The Foundation also provided
nearly a million dollars toward research to increase the
understanding of how the river functions and responds
to human influence.
Gary Noble, MRWA Executive
Director, said, “Peter Wege was a great
man. He cared as much about the little
guy and smaller causes as the larger
ones. He had a great way of connecting
with people with humor and compassion.
I will miss his wisdom.”
Peter’s concern and support for
the environment has truly been an
inspiration to us all.
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Right: Paddler s begin their jour ney down
the Hersey River during this year’s Voyage
of Discovery paddling trip. They also
traveled portions of the Muskegon River
(Osceola-Mecosta Counties).

Below: State Coor dinator Natalie Elkins
provides instruction and Project Aquatic
WILD certification for Education
Committee members.
Above: MRWA Water Monitor Pete Kailing
instructs his children on how to collect
macroinvertebrates to determine water quality.
MRWA volunteers monitor streams in the
spring and fall.

Below: MRWA Education Committee
Chair Jean LaLonde welcomes participants
participating in the second MRWA rain
barrel workshop (Mecosta County).

Right: Upper
Watershed
project Steering
Committee
members listen to
presenters at the
June project
meeting
(Roscommon
County).

River View—Page 4

Below: Tr i County High School students
instruct fourth grade students on natural resources
at the Tri County Water Fair (Montcalm County).

Above: Our boat washing pr oject is up and r unning
this year at lakes in Roscommon County. We are also
planning some events in Newaygo County.

Right: MRWA Water Monitor s
gain new information and education
about natural resources at the
Meeting of the Monitors. Stephen
Ross provided a presentation on
vernal ponds.

Below: Twin Lake thir d gr ade students lear n
about watersheds and how storm water runoff
affects them at the Twin Lake Water Fair
(Muskegon County).

Above: Students fr om Nor th Muskegon
High School plant trees along the Muskegon
Lake Bike Path (Muskegon County).
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Volunteers are valuable assets for the MRWA and other nonprofit organizations.
Take a look. You may find something on this page that interests you!

You can volunteer with the Baldwin/White
Cloud Ranger District and help preserve this rare
butterfly. Conduct Karner blue butterfly surveys
and/or help plant native nectar species in the Huron
-Manistee National Forest.
Contact Dr. Heather Keough, District Wildlife
Biologist, at 231-745-4631 ext. 3111 or email her at
hkeough@fs.fed.us.

WE NEED YOU! The MRWA wishes to increase
citizen involvement in our mission to preserve, protect, and
restore the Muskegon River Watershed. Please take a
couple minutes to complete and return a survey. You can
find it at:

Through grants from the US Forest Service and the
Robert Thalner Endowment Fund from the Roscommon
County Community Foundation, the MRWA is able to
provide aquatic invasive species education using a power
boat washer.
If you reside in Roscommon or Newaygo Counties,
please consider taking a day or two and volunteering at a
boat launch with one of our coordinators.

How can you protect your lake, stream or
river? The MRWA Education Committee will
discuss natural shorelines, help you design a
natural shoreline and also pay for a portion of the
native plants you will need.
The next workshop will be held at Camp
Newaygo on Sunday, July 27 from 1:00 to 4:30 pm.
For more information, contact Terry
Stilson, MRWA Program Director, at 231-5912324 or mrwa@ferris.edu.

Roscommon County—517-414-3680
Newaygo County—231-834-8515

Have you ever wondered how water quality is
measured in our streams and rivers? We do it by
collecting the bugs that are in our waterways!
Volunteers are trained each year in bug
collecting and identifying techniques. Then, they
choose a stream to sample and collect bugs twice a
year. They identify the bugs, fill out datasheets and
return them to the MRWA. The MRWA inputs the
data into a database which is uploaded to the state
for their records.
Our next training will be conducted on August
16, at Brooks Township Hall in Newaygo.
For more information, contact Terry Stilson,
MRWA Program Director, at 231-591-2324 or
mrwa@ferris.edu.

http://www.mrwa.org/survey.html
Or contact the MRWA at 231-591-2324 and we will mail
you one.

Tuesday, September 9, 6:30-8:30 PM
Velma Matson Elementary School
20 East Post Road, Newaygo MI
Rain Garden Tour and Boat Washing
demonstration begins at 5:30 PM
Light meal will be served at 6:00 PM
Please plan to attend our next public meeting. We
will be discussing and voting on proposed changes
to our organization’s structure and bylaws.
You won’t want to miss it!
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Dogwood Foundation

Haworth Inc.

The Dogwood Foundation has awarded the MRWA
a $30,000 grant, spread over 3-years (2014-2016),
to support our fundraising campaign. These funds
will enhance our programs and support our
operations. The MRWA is very grateful to the
Dogwood Foundation for their financial
contribution and commitment to our cause!

Haworth, Inc. has pledged $7,500 toward the
MRWA’s fundraising campaign, spread over 3years (2014-2016), to support our programs and
operations. The MRWA is very appreciative
having Haworth on board as a contributing
partner!

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS)
The USFWS recently awarded $20,000 to the MRWA to continue our Muskegon River Watershed (GIS)
Barrier Inventory Project for 2014-2015. These funds will be used to complete our inventory of Muskegon
County road/stream crossing sites and initiate inventory work in Montcalm / Mecosta Counties as funding
allows. Priority sites (from inventory results) will be eligible for federal funds to improve fish passage and
stream conditions where needed most.

Yes, I would like to help the MRWA by contributing the following:
Memberships & Donations payable to: MRWA
*Endowments payable to: CFFMC
@Ferris State University
1009 Campus Drive JOH303
Big Rapids, MI 49307-2280

Membership fees (per year) are:
$10—Students
$20—Individuals (non-student)
$300—Individuals (non-student) lifetime
$30—Organizations (community based/nonprofit)
$50—Townships/Cities/Villages
$100—Counties
$100—Business/Industry/Agencies
$100 per county—Regional (multiple counties) Entities/Tribes

MRWA donation in the amount of $
*Endowment contribution in the amount of $

Muskegon River Book—$23.00 Make your check out to “MRWA”
Name:
Street and Mailing Address:
City, State, Zip:
Phone:
Comments/Questions:

MRWA Brochure—Free
New MRWA map brochure—Free

Organization:

Fax:

E-mail

Please send me a copy of the 2013 MRWA Annual Report, when it is completed.
Please return to: Muskegon River Watershed Assembly, @FSU, 1009 Campus Drive JOH303, Big Rapids, MI 49307-2280
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Osceola County Soil Health Summer Series
August 22, September 23, October 9 & 21
Come take a look at how cover crops are being used to
improve farm soils and productivity.
Contact the Osceola-Lake Conservation District at
231-832-2950 for more information.
Natural Shoreline Workshop
July 27, 2014
1:00—4:30 pm
Camp Newaygo—see more info on page 6
MRWA Education Committee
August 13, 2014
4:00 pm
FSU—for more info contact MRWA at 231-591-2324.
MRWA Water Monitoring Training
August 16, 2014
9:00 am —1:00 pm
Brooks Township Hall, Newaygo

Missaukee Tire/Electronic/Latex Paint Collection
August 23, 2014
9:00 am—1:00 pm
1199 N. Morey Rd (M66), Lake City
For more info, call Missaukee Cons. Dist. -231-839-7193.
MRWA Meeting at Large
September 9, 2014 6:30-8:30 pm
Velma Matson Elementary—see page 6 for more info
MRWA Executive Board meetings
MRWA Executive Board meetings are open to the public
and usually held on the third Monday of each month with
some meetings being held via conference calls. Please
check the MRWA website for last-minute changes of
meeting schedules or call 231-591-2324.

“The Muskegon River Watershed Assembly is dedicated to the preservation, protection, restoration, and sustainable use of the
Muskegon River, the land it drains, and the life it supports, through educational, scientific and conservation initiatives.“

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Take our survey!
See page 6.
Muskegon River Watershed Assembly
@ Ferris State University
1009 Campus Drive, JOH303
Big Rapids, MI 49307-2280
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