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Program funding has been restored so
the Muskegon River Watershed Assembly
can continue their collaboration with
North
Species

Country

Cooperative

Management

Area

Invasive
on

the

Muskegon River Watershed Project to
educate riparian land owners on lake
health

and

encourage

them

to

participate in the Exotic Aquatic Plant
Watch program.

Plans are underway to

begin outreach events which include not
only riparians but also township and lake
boards and associations.

Become A Lake
Champion
By Mary Hansen, MRWA Program Coordinator

Help us monitor your lake! North County Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area
(NCCISMA) has announced funding for the Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program (MISGP)
has been restored which enables the MRWA to continue to partner with NCCISMA to meet the
obligations of their grant which covers the northern region of the Muskegon River Watershed.
A big component of this grant is to sign up lakes to participate in the Exotic Aquatic Plant
Watch (EAPW) program. The cost to enroll is $30. The first 50 enrollees within the NCCISMA
area will receive training and a tool kit provided by NCCISMA ($125.00 value!) that includes a
sampling rake, a Secchi disk and a sampling tray. There is an enrollment fee of $30 for the
Secchi disk water transparency program so a total for enrolling your lake would be $60.
Why enroll in a lake monitoring program? Quite simply, we need your help. We need a set of
eyes on each lake to obtain a baseline set of measurements to evaluate lake health to be used
as a comparable over time. Early detection of invasive species allows for intervention methods
to stop an infestation takeover.
Enrollees will receive training through workshops and technical assistance will be provided
along the way. Those who would like to become Lake Champions may do so by enrolling
online beginning in February 2021. For those who would like to enroll right away, please
contact Jean Roth at jroth@mlswa.org.
For more information, please email:

Emma Costantino
NCCISMA Outreach Coordinator
emma.costantino@macd.org

Mary Hansen
MRWA Program Coordinator
hansem13@ferris.edu

Sample tool kit.
Photo Courtesy of NCCISMA

Stop the Spread of Starry Stonewart
BY EMMA COSTANTINO,
NORTH COUNTRY COOPERATIVE INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT AREA

Starry stonewort in an invasive macro-algae which can be found covering the bottoms
of Michigan’s lakes. It has a wild, disorderly appearance, and sometimes resembles
tangled fishing wire. Its branchlets, which vary in from colorless to bright green, grow
in irregular whorls. It also pops when squeezed. The best way to identify starry
stonewort is by its small, white, star-shaped bulbils (reproductive structures). Starry
stonewort can be mistaken for native muskgrass but this plant has a strong musky
scent and lacks the star-shaped bulbils.
This invasive species is native to Eurasia and was likely introduced, unintentionally,
through the ballast water of cargo ships entering the Great Lakes. It has now spread
across Michigan through fragmentation. This occurs when boaters do not remove plant
matter from their boats and equipment before moving them to a new body of water.
Starry stonewort grows in dense mats along the lake bottom. These mats cause
numerous problems for the lake and the people who enjoy recreating in it. Large
clusters of starry stonewort crowd out native plant species. This, in turn, reduces the
areas where fish can spawn. These dense mats also impede the movement of wildlife
and boats, making recreation on the lakes difficult.
In Michigan, starry stonewort is a prohibited species, which means that it cannot be
sold nor grown in the state. Citizens are encouraged to monitor lakes for starry
stonewort and other invasive plants by joining the Exotic Aquatic Plant Watch (EAPW).
To learn more about the EAPW, visit https://micorps.net/.
Emma Costantino is the North Country Cooperative Invasive
Species Management Area (NCCISMA) Outreach Coordinator. She can be reached by
calling (313) 570-6853 or email emma.costantino@macd.org .
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EAPW Watchlist TOP 5
WRITTEN BY MARY HANSEN, MRWA
PROGRAM MANAGER
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Eurasian Watermilfoil has a featherlike appearance with whorled leaves.
Each leaf has 12-20 leaflet pairs.
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Some of these plants

form dense mats choking out
native plants. These mats reduce
sunlight into the water, decrease
dissolved oxygen that is needed

Starry Stonewort has tiny starshaped bulbs that form where the
leaf and stem adjoin.
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Curly-Leaf Pondweed is known for
its wavy, serrated leaf edges that
resemble a lasagne noodle.
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by
European Frogbit resembles
miniature lily pads with tiny white
flowers.
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Hydrilla leaves are in a whorl of 48 leaves. This plant can grow up to
30 feet long while branching out
considerably at the water surface.

these unwanted invaders.
To the left are 5 of the top
invaders. Be on the lookout and
if you believe you have found one
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of these invaders, please contact
emmacostantino@mac.org
hansem13@ferris.edu.
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Help Stop the Spread of Invasive Species
By Mary Hansen, MRWA Project Manager
New Boating Laws went into effect in 2019. These laws include:
When launching or transporting watercrafts and/or trailers, be sure they are free of aquatic
plants and organisms. If a hose or power washer are available, please rinse and dry
watercraft before transport.
Remove all drain plugs from watercraft and drain all water from ballast tanks, bilges and
livewells before transporting. If possible, used a disinfectant solution (1/2 cup bleach:5
gallons water) for livewells and bilges.
Do not dump unused bait directly in the waterbody; dispose of it into the trash.

At left: A zebra mussel was found clinging to a plant attached to a
boat trailer exiting a launch during Landing Blitz Days held every year
during the week leading up to the 4th of July. In a collaborative effort
to stop the spread of aquatic invasive species, NCCISMA, the MRWA
and Michigan State University Extension (MSUE) teamed up with a
portable boat wash station and educational material to host a one
day event. This discovery lead to the perfect teaching moment for the
boaters.

At Right: A closer look at the zebra mussel
found on a plant attached to the trailer in the
picture above.

