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Free Webinar
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on your lake? The North Country Cooperative Invasive Species
Management Area (NCCISMA) in collaboration with the Muskegon
River Watershed Assembly (MRWA) will be hosting an on online
question and answer webinar on April 15 at 3:00 PM. Learn about
the Exotic Aquatic Plant Watch (EAPW) program and how you can
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professionally, it is important to have a set of eyes on the lake
for those between treatment times for early detection and rapid
response. If you would like to join us for this free webinar, sign
up at: NorthCountryInvasives.org. For more information, email
emma.costantino@macd.org. or hansem13@ferris.edu.

Mark Your Calendars: Upcoming Exotic
Aquatic Plant Watch Events
By Emma Costantino,
North Country Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area

With the weather warming and the ice finally melting, many people
are starting to make plans for the summer. For some, these plans
will include a visit to one of Michigan’s many inland lakes. If you
plan on spending your summer by the water, why not sign up to
monitor for invasive species while you are out there? Enrolling in
the Exotic Aquatic Plant Watch (EAPW) is a great way to stop aquatic
invasive species from taking over a lake and to enjoy spending time
out on the water.
The EAPW trains participants to identify and monitor for five aquatic
invasive plants. Some of these plants are watch list species, which
means they have not yet been found in Michigan, or their population
is still small. By joining the EAPW, you can identify the invasive
plants in your lake before their populations take over. The cost to
enroll in the program is $30. Enrolled lakes with the North Country
Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area will receive a free
sampling tool kit, courtesy of NCCISMA. For those wanting to enroll
in this program, there are two upcoming events to add to your
calendars.
The first is a Q&A Session for the EAPW. If you are interested in the
EAPW, but unsure of whether to enroll, this Q&A Session is for you!
Michigan State University Extension staff will be answering all your
questions about the program. The event will take place online on
April 15, from 3-4pm. Sign up for free at NorthCountryInvasives.org.
The second event is the Cooperative Lake Monitoring Program (CLMP)
Annual Training. This free event will also be held online this year.
The training will be on April 29, from 9am-4:30pm. The CLMP
training will cover how to monitor your lake and identify invasive
plants, as well as the other parameters that can be measured under
the CLMP. This training is required for all new participant and
anyone who is enrolling in a new parameter. Sign up is free at
micorps.net/lake-monitoring.
The 2021 sign-up period for the EAPW ends soon. Don’t miss this
opportunity to protect your lake from aquatic invasive species.

Emma Costantino is the Outreach Coordinator for NCCISMA.
For more information about the EAPW or to request a free
sampling tool kit, call 313-570-6853 or email
emma.costantino@macd.org. For more information about
NCCISMA, visit our website at www.NorthCountryInvasives.org
or contact us by phone at 231-429-5072, or email at vicki.sawicki@macd.org.

Become A Lake
Champion

By Dr. Jo Latimore
MiCorps Program Administrator and Aquatic
Ecologist from Michigan State University

We are pleased to announce the official 2021 training for MiCorps Cooperative Lakes
Monitoring Program (CLMP) volunteers. Training will be online, and there is no cost to attend.
April 29, 2021 – 9:00 AM to 4:30 PM
The full agenda and registration are available online at http://micorps.net/lakemonitoring/lake-training/. Attendance is free, but you must register to receive the participation
link. You may attend the entire day of training or join just the sessions of interest to you. The
training will be recorded and made available for viewing after the event.
Please Note: There are two steps involved in becoming a CLMP lake monitoring volunteer.
One is to attend the training. The other is to enroll your lake in the program. We expect that
the CLMP enrollment system will open within a few weeks at https://micorps.net/. We will
announce the opening of CLMP enrollment via this listserv as soon as it is available. There are
small fees associated with enrollment, but the free training is open to all, regardless of
whether you intend to enroll and monitor a lake this year.
-The 'MiCorps-News' email group is a service of the Great Lakes Commission. Visit us at
www.glc.org.
Content distributed via this email group is the sole responsibility of the author, and does not
necessarily reflect the views, policy or position of the Great Lakes Commission.
--You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "MiCorpsNews" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to: micorpsnews+unsubscribe@great-lakes.net.
To view this discussion on the web visit: https://groups.google.com/a/greatlakes.net/d/msgid/micorps-news/CABPPg_on8y1HfdkBcrODaWdSR_KqM1fHWOyP1dh3RBvQeVMSA%40mail.gmail.com.
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Where The Land and Waters Meet
Guest Writer: Melanie Manion, MRWA Board
Member

Many years ago, when I began my career, I was one of only a few
terrestrial field ecologists I knew about. Most of my classmates
focused on fisheries and water systems. As I continued along my
journey, I watched people successfully educate about and manage
aquatic invasive species (AIS), while terrestrial invasive plants
were still being planted and promoted. My most shocking
experience was working with landowners who were knowledgeable
about AIS but did not realize they had planted invasive species to
stabilize their shoreline.

Fortunately, things have changed. Today, our Cooperative
Invasive Species Management Areas are working to build
awareness in both aquatic and terrestrial systems. State and
federal plans recognize that managing healthy uplands is
critical for healthy waters. This goes beyond just the typical
sediment and nutrient pollutants. We now look at things as
systems that wildlife migrate between. As in most things in
life, we cannot become siloed in our thinking because
ecological systems are just that, complex systems.
Ihave been fortunate to have opportunities to facilitate
projects that cross these two worlds. At Ottawa County Parks
and Recreation (OCPR), I have watched decision-makers
reluctantly stop removing downed trees on the shoreline which
they would normally “clean up”. Thanks to those same decision
makers, OCPR just completed a project that put over 50 rooted
trees into the bank of the Grand River to stabilize the bank,
while making great habitat for fish, turtles, birds and much
more. This was possible because they saw success in leaving
that first downed tree.
Change can be slow, but I believe the more areas we can bring
people to educate and demonstrate the benefits of natural
shorelines and native species, the healthier
our terrestrial and aquatic systems will
become. So, be the change. Find ways to make
your terrestrial and aquatic systems
healthier. If you have riparian land-great! If
you don’t, help MRWA and other conservation
groups plant native trees and other
restoration projects that benefit both systems. In either case,
the most important part is to share the project with someone
so that they, too, can experience the healing of the land and
waters.
Find out more at: https://homegrownnationalpark.org/.

Protecting the Waters of Missaukee County:
Engaging the community in water resource conservation
By: Michelle Hill, Program Coordinator
Missaukee Conservation District

Missaukee County is home to 33 natural freshwater lakes, the
largest being Lake Missaukee at nearly 2000 acres. The lakes
and streams in most of the county are located in the Muskegon
River Watershed. This watershed stretches over nine counties
and is one of the largest in Michigan, so it is essential that folks
take measures to protect this valuable resource. The Missaukee
Conservation District (MCD), is involved in water conservation
through many programs such as the Fishing Line Recycling
Program, Stream Monitoring events, Shoreland Stewards Program,
and the Exotic Aquatic Plant Watch (EAPW). These programs rely
on citizen and volunteer involvement which greatly helps with
conservation efforts. We also have a great workshop for
shoreland homeowners coming up called Creating a Natural
Shoreline with Native Plants!

Creating a Natural Shoreline with Native Plants
On May 1, 2021 the MCD will host this workshop as part of their
annual tree sale.

Garrett Noyes of Birdsfoot Native Nursery will

share his vast knowledge of native plants and focus on planting
native species on lakeshores and streambanks to reduce runoff and
erosion, improve habitat, and add interest to inhabited shorelines.

Workshop topics will include species
selection, site preparation, and maintenance.
Reserve your spot by calling our office at
231.839.7193 or registering online at
missaukeecd.org. The cost for the workshop
is $10 for Missaukee County landowners and
$15 for non-landowners. Register soon!

Fishing Line Recycling Program
Once again, this season, the Fishing Line Recycling Program will be
in full swing!

The recycling bins are located at Missaukee County

Park, Crooked Lake Park,
and Sapphire Lake Boat Launch.

The recycling

bins are emptied every two weeks and the
fishing line is sent to the Berkley Conservation
Institute where it’s melted down into raw
plastics for tackle boxes, fish habitats and
spools for line. Monofilament fishing line is
not biodegradable and can last as long as 600
years if it’s disposed of incorrectly
(www.microplastics.wayne.edu).

The goal of

the Fishing Line Recycling program is to raise
awareness about responsible recreation and
encourage anglers to dispose of fishing line
properly.

Stray fishing line can pollute waters and negatively

affect wildlife, so the recycling bins will provide a great service to
the lakes and help keep the places people love cleaner and
healthier.
Stream Monitoring
Stream monitoring events are held with volunteers every spring and
fall to look at the water quality in tributary streams of the
Manistee and Muskegon Rivers. These events are part of the
Michigan Clean Water Corps (MiCorps) volunteer water quality
monitoring program and they look for aquatic macroinvertebrates.
Many of these tiny creatures are sensitive to pollution, so streams
are surveyed and insects are identified to see how many sensitive
species are present in order to determine the overall health of the
stream. Continuous monitoring allows MiCorps to collect consistent
data to track how
water quality is
changing throughout
a watershed. The
spring monitoring
event will be held
May 14, 2021. If you
want to learn more
or get involved call
Missaukee
Conservation
District at
231.839.7193 to see
how you can help!
You can also contact
the MRWA at 231-591-2334 for information and volunteer
opportunities.

SHORELAND STEWARDS PROGRAM
The Shoreland Stewards Program was developed to recognize
lakefront property owners for practicing lake-friendly
landscaping practices.

It is an initiative of the Michigan

Natural Shoreline Partnership and is an educational tool for
property owners who are looking for a greater understanding of
how their lakefront property affects the health of their lake.
Lakefront landowners answer survey questions about property
management and then receive suggestions for improvement to
benefit the health of the lake. For more information go to
https://www.mishorelandstewards.org/.

Exotic Aquatic Plant Watch
The EAPW is a citizen-monitoring
program that gets volunteers
around the county involved in
monitoring lakes for exotic
invasive species. This program,
offered through MiCorps, teaches
volunteers how to collect data in
a consistent way so invasive species can be tracked and dealt
with as soon as possible. Invasives have the potential to cause
great harm and hinder the enjoyment of a lake, so it is
important to be on the lookout. The EAPW is a good way to
track if a lake is degrading over time. It is also a great tool for
citizens to learn more about issues that impact natural
resources they enjoy. If you are interested in learning more
about the program and helping with monitoring efforts, call in
to the Missaukee Conservation District to see how you can get
involved. We are always looking for volunteers and would love
to help you learn more.

