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Muskegon River Watershed Assembly announces final reconnection 
of Muskegon River 
 
The Muskegon River Watershed Assembly, located on campus at Ferris State University at the 
recently completed Watershed Sciences Building, points to over thirty-five years of successful 
restoration projects, as well as ongoing protection and cleanup actions across the Muskegon 
River Watershed.  MRWA today enjoys an innovative and comprehensive staff that includes 
watershed science resources, restoration project management, agency coordination and 
oversight, stakeholder and social engagement, marketing and communications, as well as 
administrative capacity for completing complex environmental and cultural restoration 
projects.    In 2029, MRWA was awarded the coveted United Nations “Environmental 
Stewardship Award of Excellence” for its completion of the Maple River Restoration project. 
 
April 1 2033 
CEDAR CREEK AND BRIDGETON TWPs., Michigan 
At the tenth annual Maple River Festival, first held at the 7 Mile Inn in 2022, MRWA Executive 
Director Sarah Himes opened the event with a celebratory tone: “When MRWA started our work 
in Maple River over 25 years ago, it was a singular project with many facets. Ten years ago, 
MRWA set a vision and expectation for the complete reconnection of the Muskegon from Lake 
Michigan to Higgins Lake- every single mile. Today, we are pleased to welcome several 
partners and alumni from MRWA to join us in making several announcements that demonstrate 
substantial progress in every Township along the river.” 
 
In 2026, several years in advance of a 2034 FERC relicensing event scheduled for Croton, 
Hardy, and Rogers Dams, a comprehensive accord was reached between MRWA, Consumers 
Energy, and State Agencies, setting the stage for the design, engineering, and construction 
of river connectivity structures at Croton, Hardy, and Rogers Dams, and providing ongoing 
scientific research and reporting on the efficacy of the bypass channels.  “We are pleased that 
MRWA now functions as a trusted scientific and environmental partner along the watershed”, 
stated newly installed CEO John Smith of CE. ”This allows Consumers to set a new standard for 
environmental stewardship for public utilities across our state as well as the entire country.”  
 



The Little Band of Ottawa Indians celebrated the day with an educational cross-cultural exercise 
highlighting the newly restored and expanded Manoomin (wild rice) crop and newly established 
sturgeon populations, both thriving in Maple River and along the river.  Ogema Frank Beaver 
explained “Our tribe is pleased to re-awaken and embrace these sacred, traditional food 
sources, and to share them with our partners in restoration.” Ferris State University Dean of 
Watershed Sciences Marty Hotgren PhD., agreed: “The Maple River finally flows again- and we 
are so pleased that an historic environmental injustice is well underway to be corrected.   Maple 
River was the starting moment for hundreds of FSU Watershed Sciences graduates, interns, 
and restoration professionals that now restore watersheds across the country and around the 
world. Together, we are making a difference that can last for generations.”  
 
Director Himes continued: ““Today, we are also delighted to announce that, after the successful 
completion of the Gerrish-Lyon Utility Authority Sewer Project in 2027, MRWA is now in the final 
stages of planning with Houghton Lake stakeholders on a similar project, to protect that critical 
section of the watershed.    We are hoping this model will continue to be considered in the 
Croton, Hardy, and Rogers impondment communities.” 
 
Soon after setting the Guinness Book of World for the largest river cleanup in US history in 
August of 2024, the Maple River Festival has become a West Michigan favorite.  The annual 
festival now includes educational, tribal, scientific, and family- oriented activities the third 
weekend of September each year.  Performing artists, hands-on watershed science projects, 
along with a craft beer and BBQ tent makes the festival a local favorite.  
 
About the Muskegon River Watershed Assembly 
MRWA is supported and funded by hundreds of members, 32 townships, seven counties, four 
Michigan Foundations, and dozens of committed large and small companies located in the 
watershed.  “The Muskegon River Watershed Assembly is dedicated to the preservation, 
protection, restoration, and sustainable use of the Muskegon River, the land it drains, and the 
life it supports, through educational, scientific and conservation initiatives.” 
 

 


